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Sophomore Zack Tenorio concentrates on stealing the ball in a recent boys’ varsity game against 
Santa Fe .  The boys are now 12-9 in the midst of District play.

Laura Berman

By Samantha Sandoval
Staff Writer

Touchdown! Sweat, crunch 
time, quarterbacks, and champion-
ships: This is American football. 
Imagine the energy of a challeng-
ing match-up, except with four-
legged, furry canines.  

This year, the VIII Puppy 
Bowl will be aired on Sunday at 
3 p.m. on the Animal Planet chan-
nel, with a new starting lineup of 
adorable puppies ready to tackle, 
chew and run. Meep the Bird will 
tweet all the action from inside the 

Super? Make That Puppy Bowl
stadium, and the Piggy Pep Squad 
will be on the sidelines cheering 
for their favorite pups.

This is one of the biggest 
games in animal sports. Like any 
other football game, the rules pro-
hibit “unnecessary ruff ruff-ness,” 
“unpuppylike-conduct” and “ille-
gal use of the paws,” according to 
the Puppy Bowl website. On Sun-
day, you can gather your friends to 
watch the little puppies take their 
chew toys to score the ultimate 
touchdown. 

This year the Puppy Bowl has 
a new ref, Dan Schachner, the only 

By Kaitlyn Glass
Staff Writer

Q: What events do you swim?
A: 100 fl y, 200 individual 

medley, 50 free, and 100 back.
Q: What club team do you 

swim for?
A: Lobo Aquat-

ics at UNM.
Q: What do 

you do to pump up 
before a race?

A: Listen to 
music and jam with 
teammates. With 
club, we do cheer 
circles and get 
psyched out to get 
in the zone.

Q: What do 
you eat the night be-
fore a meet?

A: Giant bowls 
of pasta, lots of 
chocolate milk, pro-
tein bars and honey sticks are es-
sential.

Q: What is your favorite 
swimming memory? 

A: The pasta parties and play-
ing crazy games like Apples to 

Apples with everyone, and getting 
really pumped up for state relays.

Q: What is your favorite sub-
ject?

A: Science, because there are 
so many different things to experi-
ment and discover.

Q: If you can go anywhere in 
the world, where 
would you go?

A: Spain. 
It has gorgeous 
beaches and archi-
tecture, and I could 
actually speak 
there.

Q: What is 
your favorite TV 
show?

A: “The Ly-
ing Game” and 
“Glee.”

Q: Who is 
your favorite sing-
er?

A: Taylor 
Swift and Kesha.

Q: Why do you swim?
A: My dad swam in college, 

so over the summer of my fourth 
grade year, my best friend con-
vinced me to join the YMCA swim 
team. So that’s why I began.

Freshman Amanda Custer has had an incredible start to 
her swim season, making a strong push toward the state 
meet. The pasta-loving Sundevil is the daughter of a for-
mer college swimmer and hopes to follow a similar path.  

Custer is the Times’ Athlete of the Month.

Athlete of the Month: 
Amanda Custer

By Adam Eisenberg
Staff Writer

The bowl season was fi lled 
with some exciting moments, but 
the overall lackluster post season 
caused TV ratings to plummet.

According to sportsbusiness-
daily.com, an average of 5.2 mil-
lion viewers watched each bowl 
game, a 20 percent declined from 
last season.

“I think ratings are down sig-
nifi cantly because there are way 
too many teams that get to play in 
bowl games, and some aren’t good 
enough to play in the post season,” 
said eighth-grader and sports fa-
natic Harris McConnell.

Even the BCS bowl games 
struggled to get viewers. Four out 
of fi ve BCS Bowl Games saw TV 
ratings decrease. The Fiesta Bowl 
was the only one to see TV rat-
ings increase after the showdown 
between Andrew Luck and Stan-
ford against the Oklahoma State 
Cowboys and their No. 1 ranked 
offense. The game drew a 9.8 rat-

ing, up 2.7 points from last year’s 
matchup between Connecticut and 
Oklahoma. 

The Rose Bowl was a high-
scoring matchup between Oregon 
and Wisconsin but only had an 
11.8 rating, down two points from 
last year’s thriller between the two 
non-BCS schools, Boise State and 
TCU.  Meanwhile, the Orange 
Bowl had its lowest rating ever, 
at 5.3, after West Virginia demol-
ished Clemson, 70-33. 

It was down 2.5 points from 
last year’s shoot out between 
Stanford and Virginia Tech. The 
Sugar Bowl had a match up with 
two teams ranked outside the top 
10 for the fi rst time ever, Michi-
gan and Virginia Tech. Although 
the game went into overtime, it 
had only a 7.0 rating, down three 
points from last year’s game be-
tween Arkansas and Ohio State. 

“I think the reason ratings 
were down is people weren’t inter-
ested in the match-ups and are get-
ting fed-up with the BCS system,” 
said sophomore and huge college 

Bowl Season a Dismal Show

Pats-Giants: 
Round 2

football fan Cisco Collins.
Even the National Champi-

onship, the most-watched college 
football game in the country, left 
viewers searching for something 
else. The rematch between Louisi-
ana State and Alabama ended 21-0 
in favor of Alabama, resulting in 
a 14 TV rating, the third lowest-
rated championship of all time.

The less-than-thrilling Na-
tional Championship left the BCS 
and NCAA to strongly consider 
changing the BCS system. The top 
two options being considered are a 
four-team playoff and a +1 game 
in which the four BCS games 
would be played and then the two 
teams from these games would be 
selected to play in the National 
Championship.

College Counselor Dave 
Schindel, who watched only the 
National Championship said, “The 
BCS will likely switch to a four-
team playoff because it’s the op-
tion that makes the most sense.” 
 

human to appear on the screen 
during the game. The puppies are 
unique in their own ways, from 
liking to listen to their “ipawd” 
or enjoy watching the TV show 
“Bones.” Each player brings his 
A-game to the fi eld. 

The Puppy Bowl is like any 
other game of football: Players 
get down to the bone.  Unlike the 
Super Bowl, where players on the 
winning team take home cash, 
rings and a trophy, the victori-
ous puppy team receives a golden 
pooper-scooper.

By Patirck Clifford
Staff Writer

One perfectly straight kick 
down the middle of the uprights, 
one botched kick that sailed wide 
left, and the Super Bowl was de-
cided. 

New York Giants’ kicker 
Lawrence Tynes sent his team to 
Indianapolis for Super Bowl XLVI 
with a 31-yard fi eld goal made in 
overtime after a dropped punt re-
turn by the hosting San Francisco 
49ers.  In Foxboro, Mass., Balti-
more Ravens’ kicker Billy Cun-
diff shanked a 32-yarder to tie the 
game against the New England 
Patriots. 

Ravens’ fan and senior Ben 
Brennan said he was “devastated 
when Cundiff missed,” saying he 
“doesn’t understand how you can 
miss a fi eld goal from that close.” 

This set up a rematch of Super 
Bowl XLII, in which the Giants 
defeated the previously unbeaten 
Patriots, 17-14, and stopped New 
England from becoming what 
would have been widely consid-
ered the best team in NFL history. 
Earlier this year, New York hand-
ed the Patriots one of their three 
losses of the season.

However, the Giants still 
struggled to make it into the play-
offs, beating the Dallas Cowboys 
on the fi nal day of the regular 
season to clinch a playoff spot. 
The momentum hasn’t stopped, 
as New York trounced the Atlan-
ta Falcons 24-2 in the wild card 
round of the playoffs. 

They then traveled to Green 
Bay to take on the playoff favor-
ites and Super Bowl XLV champi-
ons, the Green Bay Packers. Pull-
ing off the improbable upset over 
the defending champions set the 
table for New York’s trip to San 
Francisco. They eked out a victory 
against the resurgent 49ers, who 
were then fl ourishing under fi rst 
year Coach Jim Harbaugh. The 
Giants clinched their fi fth NFC 
championship, while New Eng-
land grabbed its seventh AFC title 
and fi fth Super Bowl appearance 
since 2001.  

The Patriots, consequently, 
took a much easier path to the 
Super Bowl, cruising through the 
regular season with a 13-3 record. 
After having a fi rst round bye in 
the playoffs, New England dis-
mantled and embarrassed the Den-
ver Broncos, 45-10, in the divi-
sional round of the playoffs. 

Though the AFC champion-
ship game came down to the wire 
against the Baltimore Ravens, 
New England players and coaches 
alike were able to breathe a sigh 
of relief, while simultaneously 
celebrating, as Cundiff’s kick 
squeezed past the upright, punch-
ing New England’s ticket to India-
napolis. 

The matchup shows no clear 
favorite, as both teams have 
strengths and weaknesses. New 
England’s potent passing offense 
will be matched up against a hard-
hitting Giant’s defense.



Bronson Duran, a 2010 Prep graduate,  is now a sophomore track 
runner at Stanford University. Duran admits to struggling with 
managing his time as a Division I athlete. 

Courtesy of Bronson Duran

By Wyatt Thomas
Sports Editor

The 2011 sporting year had 
two sides: new faces and horrifi c 
scandals. 

From the Blake Griffi n-Lob 
City Highlight reel to the fi rst 
NASCAR champion, aside from 
Jimmy Johnson, in the last seven 
years, there are more than a few 
new faces in the sporting world 
that have already created some 
buzz. Only time will tell what real 
noise they can make.  

Now if only the other side of 
the coin was as pretty: the over-
whelmingly scandalous year that 
was 2011 will always be remem-
bered as just that--a scandal.  

In the football world, from 
collegiate to professional, the top 
stories were, sadly enough, not 
coming from the grid-
iron but from scandal, 
greed, and the NFL 
lockout.  

Certainly the most 
memorable and gut-
wrenching story from 
2011 came from Uni-
versity Park, Penn., 
and the campus of 
Penn State University.  
After a grand jury in-
vestigation, Jerry San-
dusky, a former Penn 
State assistant football 
coach, was accused of and indict-
ed on 42 counts of child molesta-
tion ranging from 1994 to 2009. 
Sandusky had close ties to a char-
ity organization called “The Sec-
ond Mile,” which he established 
to help troubled young boys. The 
allegations saw the end not only 
of Sandusky’s ties to Penn State, 
but also of the NCAA’s all-time-
winningest head football coach, 
Joe Paterno, as well as Penn State 
President Graham Spanier. Within 
months of these two major fi rings, 
tragedy struck Penn State once 
again, as the world saw an end to 
Joe Paterno, who died of compli-
cations with lung cancer on Janu-
ary 22, 2012.

Yet scandals did not take up 
all football headlines throughout 
the year.  

The 2011 NCAA cham-
pion Auburn Tigers beat the Or-
egon Ducks, 22-19, in an excit-
ing championship game that saw 
Heisman trophy winner and future 
No. 1 overall pick in the NFL, 
Cam Newton, showcase his tal-
ents. Newton left Auburn that sea-
son and was taken by the Carolina 
Panthers in the 2011 draft.  

As for the NFL, Super Bowl 
XLV, between the surprising 
Green Bay Packers and defensive-
minded Pittsburgh Steelers, was 
a close game, ending in a 31-25 
Packer win, and Aaron Rodgers’ 
fi rst Super Bowl MVP.  Following 
the 2010-11 season, the NFL and 
its players fell into a lockout that 
lasted 130 days but ended just in 
time to see a full NFL season.

The basketball world saw 
nearly the same lineup as did 
football.  In the wake of the Penn 
State scandal, two former Syra-
cuse University ball boys accused 
then-assistant basketball coach 
Bernie Fine of sexual molesta-

tion, spanning from the 1970s to 
the 1990s. Though Fine has yet 
to be charged, he was placed on 
leave and eventually fi red from his 
Syracuse coaching position. He 
also was brought up on more alle-
gations of sexual abuse.  The story 
is on-going.  

On a brighter side, the 2011 
NCAA tournament was one of the 
more dramatic in the last decade.  
After an upset-happy NCAA tour-
nament, the Final Four came down 
to Kentucky, Connecticut, Virginia 
Commonwealth and, for the sec-
ond year in a row, Butler Universi-
ty.  In the midst of a close UCONN-
UK game, Huskies captain Kemba 
Walker, with the help of freshman 
Jeremy Lamb, overcame a strong 
push by a talented UK squad and a 
rather un-alive Butler team, help-
ing each other and the University 
of Connecticut triumph to its fi rst 

national championship since 2004. 
As for the newest coach to reach 
a major milestone, Coach Mike 
Krzyzewski, future hall-of-famer 
for the Duke Blue Devils, fi nally 
passed his own former coach, Bob 
Knight, for the all-time wins re-
cord in NCAA Division I basket-
ball history.

In the NBA world, the next 
“Big 3” in LeBron James, Dwy-
ane Wade and Chris Bosh, defi ed 
all criticism and brought Miami 
to its second NBA fi nals this de-
cade, though falling just short to 
a Dirk/experience-packed Dal-
las Mavericks. The NBA Finals, 
which came to only six games, 
gave Dirk Nowitzki, Jason Terry 
and Jason Kidd their fi rst title and 
sparked more motivation and fi re 
beneath the Miami Heat.  Follow-
ing the season, the NBA also had 
a Players-Owners lockout, but was 
not carried out as smoothly as their 
football counterparts. After a gru-
eling 161 days, the NBA and its 
players fi nally came to an agree-
ment on Dec. 8, but not before 
losing the fi rst two weeks of the 
regular season.  However, a new 
schedule was implemented quick-
ly, cutting the season down to 66 
games, and the NBA’s regular sea-
son kicked off on Christmas Day.

On the women’s side, the 
UCONN Huskies, led by their 
shining star Maya Moore, fi nally 
fell and failed to make the NCAA 
championship for the fi rst time in 
four years.  In the title game, Texas 
A&M defeated Notre Dame, 76-
70.  For the WNBA, the Minneso-
ta Lynx swept the Atlanta Dream, 
three games to none.

The MLB lead a much less 
dramatic and lockout-free season, 
ending in a very intriguing World 
Series championship for the St. 
Louis Cardinals, after battling the 

favored Texas Rangers and pull-
ing through in the fi nal game of 
the series.  For the college side, 
the South Carolina Gamecocks 
won their second straight College 
World Series, defeating Florida in 
two games.  

The soccer community hosted 
yet another World Cup, and this 
time the best women’s teams from 
around the globe met. They even-
tually saw the USA team rally all 
the way to the fi nals before being 
shocked by a motivated Japanese 
team, which overcame the pow-
erhouse Americans in penalty 
kicks, 3-1. The UEFA Champions 
League Final, which was held in 
London, was played between FC 
Barcelona and Manchester United.  
Capturing its second title in three 
years, Barcelona, lead by eventual 
FIFA player of the year Lionel 
Messi, dominated Man U 3-1 in 

the championship 
game.

The golf world 
saw several young 
talents take major 
championships, 
with Rory McIl-
roy and Keegan 
Bradley taking 
the U.S. Open and 
PGA Champion-
ship, respectively.  
Charl Schwartzel, 
the Masters cham-

pion, hopes to return in 2012 after 
fi nishing the 2011 season strong. 
In the Open Championship, a hot-
shooting Darren Clarke prevailed.  
Above all tournaments and other 
players, however, Tiger Woods re-
mained in the spotlight, this time 
for his lack of play and surpris-
ingly awful season. Time will only 
tell where life will take Tiger next.  

On the tennis scene, Novak 
Djokovic dominated in defeating 
Andy Murray and Rafael Nadal 
twice for the Australian Open, 
Wimbledon, and U.S. Open cham-
pionships. Djokovic lost only two 
matches from January to October 
with an unprecedented 64-2 re-
cord; arguably the most dominant 
season in tennis history.  Nadal 
squeezed out one win, though, 
stealing the French Open from 
former No. 1 Roger Federer.  On 
the women’s side, Kim Clijsters 
defeated Li Na in the Australian 
Open. Na returned to beat Frances-
ca Schiavone for the French Open 
title, Petra Kvitová shut down Ma-
ria Sharapova for the Wimbledon 
title, and Samantha Stosur slayed 
the heavily favored Serena Wil-
liams in the U.S. Open fi nal.

As for the sometimes forgot-
ten hockey world, the University 
of Minnesota overcame the Michi-
gan Wolverines to snag the NCAA 
title, while the Boston Bruins bat-
tled the Vancouver Canucks, pre-
vailing four games to three to snag 
their fi rst Stanley Cup in nearly 
three decades.

Overall, 2011 could be re-
membered as a dramatic, eventful, 
and, at times, scandalous sporting 
year, but there’s one thing that no 
true-sports fan can deny:  2011 
was full of the usual blood, sweat, 
tears, and, of course, intriguing 
and marvelous championships.

2011: The Roller 
Coaster Sporting Year 

That Was 

As for Prep teams? In 2011, Sun-
devil athletics brought home a 

championship in boys’ and girls’ 
soccer as well as in baseball, and 
in several individual events from 

cross country to tennis.

By Marissa Sisneros
Staff Writer

College sports are widely 
watched around the country, but 
few fans realize just how hard it 
is for college athletes to make the 
teams and then, of course, stay on 
them.

“I knew coming into it that it 
would be time consuming, but I 
did not fully understand the time 
commitment that a Division 1 col-
lege sport would take,” said Mi-
chael Eaton, a 2011 Prep graduate 
who plays baseball for the Univer-
sity of San Francisco.

Many students enter college 
expecting diffi cult classes and 
little down time, but athletes must 
plan time for classes, friends and 
homework around practices and 
games.

Bronson Duran, a 2010 Prep 
graduate who runs track at Stan-
ford University, knows exactly 
how this feels.

 “It’s hard when you want to 
go out with your friends but you 
have a 6 a.m. practice the next day, 
or when you have to take a fi nal on 
the plane because you have a track 
meet during the fi nal,” he said. 

Eaton agreed, saying he 
didn’t fully understand how much 
time he was committing to base-
ball when he decided to play in 
college. 

“It requires me to plan my 
days around the sport, and there is 
not much time to do anything else 
besides baseball and school,” he 
said.

College is meant for new ex-
periences, but is the pressure to 
do well in school and a sport too 
much?

Melina Toman, a 2010 Prep 
graduate who plays soccer at 
Providence College, agrees the 
commitment is huge.

 “I love playing. It’s hard 
but worth it,” she said. “I can’t 
imagine not playing, and the re-
lationships I’ve made and the les-
sons I’ve learned I wouldn’t have 
found without playing a sport in 
college.”

CJ Kinney, a freshman at Re-
gis University, is not so sure. 

“It was tough to be a fresh-
man and deal with the constant 
criticism from the head coach, 
because I was not used to it,” said 
Kinney, who graduated from Prep 
last year and played baseball at 
Regis.

After working hard through-
out the fall, Kinney was cut at the 
end of the season. 

“I had the hardest time when 
I got cut from the team on the last 
day of the fall, because I was told 
I was a preferred walk-on, and I 
had a great fall season. ... It was a 
big shocker, and I was pretty dev-
astated, and it is a long process 
to transfer, so it’s all just frustrat-
ing.”

Toman said students should 
not play a college sport unless 
they are absolutely sure they want 
to make the commitment.

“There shouldn’t be a doubt 
in your mind that you want to 
be there before you even get to 
school,” she said.

From New Mexican 
3A to American D1
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By Kirsten Granone
Staff Writer

When the last bell rings, com-
motion ensues in the west parking 
lot as students, parents and teach-
ers attempt to make a speedy get-
away. 

“Ninety percent of the pickup 
of students is now taking place in 
the west parking lot, and because 
the lot is not designed for that 
volume of traffic, it can be very 
hectic,” said Leonard Garcia, the 
school’s director of safety and se-
curity.

He said many people are not 
aware of the parking lot rules. The 
information was sent to parents in 
an email at the beginning of the 
school year, and its main purpose 
was to avoid unsafe conditions 
and traffic backing up onto Osuna 
and El Paraiso.

Garcia recommended follow-

ing a few simple rules. When en-
tering the main parking lot, drivers 
should form three lanes. Students 
can be picked up only from the in-
ner and outer lanes, with the center 
lane for through traffic only. 

“One of the problems we have 
is kids not using the cross-walk,” 
said Lawrence Padilla, a security 
guard. He said if students simply 
began using the yellow-striped 
crosswalk, parking lot activity 
would run much smoother.

Also, no left turns are permit-
ted onto Osuna from 7:30 to 8 in 
the morning and from 3:15 to 4 in 
the afternoon. 

“To make a system like this 
work, it requires the participation 
of everybody to chip in and be 
patient so we can calmly navigate 
the huge volume of traffic,” Gar-
cia said. “Overall, I think that with 
everybody’s help, the process will 
continue to work.” 

Drivers Urged 
to Follow Rules

By Kristen Womble
Co-News Editor

Starting this semester, seniors 
can leave campus for lunch if they 
have a free period immediately be-
fore or after lunch.

 “I’m going to go eat and hang 
out with my friends and chill,” 
said senior Max Mitnik.

This privilege was added in 
January, but other senior privileg-
es started last semester.  

“We take it in steps to see 
how the seniors respond,” said 
Joyce Whelchel, the junior- senior 
grade coordinator. 

However, the privilege does 
come with some rules. If seniors 
leave for lunch, they have to sign 
out and sign back in with both 
Whelchel and Lawrence Padilla, 

By Raeanna Blackburn	
Staff writer 

After last year’s cancelation 
due to weather, the annual Tri-
School dance is in full throttle 
mode and set to be held at Prep on 
Saturday. 

The Tri-School dance, which 
started in 2005, is an event com-
bining Bosque, the Academy and 
Sandia Prep and gives students 
from all three schools a chance to 
meet and interact with new people. 
The best part of the dance, though, 
is that the proceeds are given to a 
better cause. 

Scott Jeffries, who sponsors 
the student government associa-
tion, said it’s important to attend 
this dance and encourages stu-
dents to go. 

One of the common argu-
ments against the dance style is 
that it objectifies women. This is 
history teacher Thomas Gentry-
Funk’s foremost issue with grind-
ing. 

“If the woman is not looking 
at the man when they’re dancing, 
and she’s looking away and be-
ing forced to look away because 
of that dance, does she have the 
right to say ‘no, this is making me 
uncomfortable,’ or does she even 
have the opportunity to say that?” 
said Gentry-Funk. “The woman 
appears to me to not have any 
power in that relationship.”

Cooper disagreed. 
“I think that it’s a woman’s 

choice to do it or not, and if she 
does it then it’s not objectifying 
her. Half the time, boys can’t even 
dance, and the girls just do every-
thing,” she said. 

Math teacher and student gov-
ernment sponsor Scott Jeffries said 
he is on the fence about whether 
grinding should be banned, but he 
said he worries about the students 
who feel too uncomfortable to say 
“no” when put in the situation to 
grind. 

“The issue comes in with the 
fact that you have to consider what 
the person beside you is thinking,” 
Jeffries said. “It’s entirely possible 
that you’ll have a little ninth grad-
er showing up at the dance for the 
first time... I would hate for the lit-
tle ninth grader to not have enough 
guts to turn around and say no.” 

Many students reacted to the 
ban with the opinion that it takes 
away their freedom of expression. 

“There are many ways to ex-
press yourself on the dance floor,” 
said Gentry-Funk. “Couldn’t you 
also make the argument that you 
could take your clothes off on the 
dance floor because it’s your free-
dom of expression? We know that 
there are rules of behavior that 
are considered socially accepted, 
and frankly, there are lots of ways 
to express yourself, not just one 
dance,” he said. 

Albert says he understands 
the opinions of students, but urges 
them to think of school dances like 
other school events. 

“In the same way that we 
have guidelines about dress and 
appearance and use of language, 
I think that dance is in the same 
category,” he said. “Going to a 

school dance is not the same as 
going to a club or going to a party 
at someone’s house, and that you 
have to handle yourself a little dif-
ferently.”

The ban has also prompted 
many high schoolers to say they 
will not go to the dances.  

Jeffries believes there will be 
a significant drop in attendance. 

“I think it’s going to take a 
huge toll on admissions,” he said. 
When asked how he felt about 
the possible parties that would be 
thrown in lieu of the dance, he said 
it depends on the party. 

“If it’s a parent-supervised 
party like it should be, that’s awe-
some. If it’s a full-on, free-for-all, 
then that’s bad,” he said. 

To counter the lack of a popu-
lar dance form, an activity will be 
offered that teaches students dance 
styles such as line dancing and the 
cha-cha. 

Cooper doesn’t see the appeal 
in activities like this. “Nobody en-
joys salsa-ing,” she said. 

While students can make the 
decision whether or not to attend, 
during Winter Ball, they will have 
to leave their grinding chops at 
home. 

	

School Enforces New Policy 
to Keep the Dancing Clean
Continued from Page 1

teenagers work at McDon-
alds, Palmer said that 100 years 
ago they worked on the fields.

“Teenagers did work, boys 
mostly, but many children did not 
attend school full time, as they 
were needed at home to work 
the fields, harvest, plant, and so 
forth,” she said. “Again, that de-
pended upon your social strata and 
whether your family farmed and 
irrigated land.”

Only five public schools ex-
isted in Albuquerque in 1912. 
Racism was a prevalent problem, 
and students were not allowed to 
speak Spanish at school, accord-
ing to Palmer.

DeLaRue said that people 
were segregated because of fam-
ily, location and language barriers. 

“It was a time when all differ-
ent cultures were starting to come 
together in ways they hadn’t be-

fore, so tensions could be high,” 
she said.

Gibson explained that, “the 
idea of a pureblood Spaniard was 
prevalent in 1912. A person with 
pure Spanish blood boasted of be-
ing the pure race while Mexican 
became known as a mixed blood 
race and discriminated against.”

Palmer said, “It’s really im-
portant to know that we were not 
tri-cultural (Spanish, Anglo, and 
Native American). We were really 
multicultural and there were many 
ethnic groups - large communities 
of Greek, Italian, African Ameri-
can and even a few Chinese. The 
tri-cultural idea is an invention to 
attract tourists; we really have, and 
have always had, lots of diverse 
people.”

Clothing was a lot more for-
mal and conservative than it is 
today. Boys and girls gathered 
for school in short pants, vests 

and modestly-long dresses, said 
Palmer.

“In fact, young women were 
required to wear dresses or skirts 
to school up through the 1950s,” 
said DeLaRue. Since making 
clothing was so expensive and 
time consuming, she said “people 
did not have nearly as many outfit 
change options as they do today.”

Once news got out that New 
Mexico was finally a state, cel-
ebrations swept across Albuquer-
que and all of New Mexico. The 
state had fought for decades to be 
admitted into the U.S.. 1912 marks 
the year when New Mexico was 
finally victorious in its fight for 
statehood. 

“The United States did not 
want New Mexico because they 
considered us foreign, underedu-
cated, Catholic, backward, and 
thought everyone lived in mud 
huts,” Palmer said.

Celebrating the Centennial
Continued from Page 1

choice,” Albert said. 
The panels by the 200 build-

ing as well as on student center are 
to be installed sometime in Febru-
ary. 

Though Prep plans to con-
tinue to find new ways to reduce 

the school’s carbon footprint, 
nothing as big as the solar panels 
is planned for the school’s near fu-
ture. However, Albert mentioned 
that two other solar energy sourc-
es--a solar wall heating system 
and solar roofing material--may be 
possibilities if the school remodels 
or plans a new building. 

Continued from Page 1

Kaitlyn Glass

Energized by the Sun

Students wait to be picked up in front of the theater while parents navigate the west parking lot.  
The school wants to remind drivers about the rules regarding pick up and drop off lanes. 

the parking lot security guard. 
“If they fail to do that then 

they can lose their privilege,” 
Whelchel said.  She said they also 
can’t be late for class or be in trou-
ble academically or behaviorally.

Whelchel, as well as others, 
feel that seniors can handle the re-
sponsibility. 

“It’s a good time for them to 
take more responsibility, because 
next year they will be at college 
and be responsible for themselves, 
so it’s nice that they can start 
now,” she said.

Seniors feel that they should 
have the freedom.

 Mitnik said he feels he de-
serves the lunchtime freedom be-
cause he’s worked hard at Prep for 
the past seven years.

“It is the only dance that we 
host completely for charity. The 
money from other dances just goes 
to the school,” Jeffries said. 

Each year the SGA chooses a 
charity that will receive the dona-
tions. Jeffries said this year they 
have narrowed down the choices 
to the UNM Children’s Cancer 
Center or another children’s can-
cer organization. 

Junior Riley Jackson, an SGA 
member who attended the dance 
her freshman year, said  she’s hap-
py to see that the dance will hap-
pen this year. 

“It’s nice to have all of the 
other schools there because it 
gives you a wider base of people 
to interact with,” Jackson said. 
“It’s my favorite dance.”

A Charitable Shindig

Lunchtime Freedom
New Senior Privileges Take Effect

Tri-School Set for Saturday


